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case study overview
(full case study available here: http://www.eifl.net/koha-foss-integrated-library-system)
Problem
In Nepal, the only union catalogue that existed was in the form of a book, which was published by the Nepal National Library (NNL). The book union catalogue contains catalogues of 8 major Nepali libraries. But this form of union catalogue is not updated regularly and is inefficient in terms of searching, while an electronic union catalogue can be accessed anytime, anywhere. 

Most of the major Nepali libraries have their bibliographic information online via online public access catalogues (OPAC). The variations in cataloguing standards used by Nepali libraries make it very difficult to create a union catalogue; however, the migration to a standardized MARC format and implementation of KOHA ILS by some libraries provided the opportunity for creating a union catalogue.
Project

Madan Puraskar Pustakalaya (MPP) implemented KOHA for its online public access catalogue (OPAC) and currently has around 14,000 validated MARC records online. Similarly, a few other Nepali libraries such as Tribhuwan University Central Library (TUCL), Social Science Baha (SSB) and Martin Chautari (MC) are also using Koha ILS and they have their records in MARC format.  

Selected during the EIFL-FOSS call for pilot projects, MPP took the lead in creating a virtual union catalogue (VUC) across these libraries using KOHA by using the Z39.50 protocol, which is fully supported by KOHA. 

Achievements

· A functional prototype of a virtual union catalogue (VUC) was deployed online (http://vuc.library.net.np) for testing purposes; it includes the records of the 3 Nepali libraries: Madan Puraskar Pustakalaya (MPP); Martin Chautari (MC); and Social Science Baha (SSB). 

· Librarians and their users now have seamless, aggregated access to bibliographic content from geographically dispersed libraries.

· The VUC provides users with standard features: search options (Title, Author, Publisher and Subject); unique set of search results from across the libraries which includes information from the individual libraries systems 

· Librarians now have an efficient copy cataloguing tool; they can download and import into their ILS a bibliographic record in MARC format, without having to create records from scratch, saving them time and cost required for catalogue creation

· Library staff who participated in the project improved their technical skills

· There was increased collaboration across libraries in Nepal


This case study was compiled by Dibyendra Hyoju, Madan Puraskar Pustakalaya (MPP), in January 2012 and edited by EIFL-FOSS.
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