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Skipping the paywall 
with Open Access

Easy and legal ways to expand your campus’s 
access to research without spending money

By: Joe Mcarthur - @mcarthur_joe / 
Joe@openaccessbutton.org
Lead, Open Access Button. 

Assistant Director, Right to Research Coalition. 
FOR EIFL GA 2017
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About me & Open Access Button

Me: 

● Started as a student frustrated by paywalls.

● Co-founder, Open Access Button. Assistant Director of Right to 

Research Coalition. Organizer for OpenCon.

Open Access Button:

● Builds community-owned tools that catalyse an open future. 

We help librarians increase their campus’s access to research, 

without needing a bigger budget.

● Non-profit, Open Source, community- owned, Supported by 

SPARC (a coalition of academic libraries).

https://sparcopen.org/
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6%
of articles behind paywalls 

can be found for free, legally.

A higher % of recent articles are available.
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About the content we find

● Also known as “green Open Access”, author uploaded manuscripts or self-

archived Open Access. Usually found in repositories. 

● Articles in repositories are often extremely similar to their journal 

equivalents.

● These versions can be hard to find, we make it easy.

● We find papers from 5000+ repositories around the world & “hybrid” 

articles.

● In 70% of cases [1], scholars can upload their work to a repository after 

they’ve published it in a journal. There it can be made available to people 

for free. 
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Tools across the library to find free access in a 
click

● For your personal desktop browser (and, your patrons)

● For your personal mobile (and, your patrons)

● A search bar you can put on your webpages

● Tools interlibrary loan staff can use

● Tools you can use with your library discovery system

● Tools you can use with your library link resolver

My handout summarizes these.
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Tools for your desktop browser

With Open Access Button & Unpaywall
free access can be just a click away
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Installing the Open Access Button

Click here to install the Open Access Button in 
your browser

Use this search box to find articles 
immediately
(no installation or sign up)
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Click here on any scholarly article.

We will either take you to an Open 
Access version, or start a request to an 
author for you.

Try it here: 
https://openaccessbutton.org/plugin_v4

Using the (new) Open Access Button
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Open Access Button: 
(NEW version)
Article Available
● Click on any article, or put a url, doi or title 

into the homepage search box. 
● Available for all major browsers. Use from 

the homepage or download the plugin in a 
click. 

● Doesn’t use Researchgate & Academia.edu
● Useful for: Your Researchers, your Staff, 

you!

Get it: https://openaccessbutton.org

https://openaccessbutton.org
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Open Access Button 
(NEW version):
Article Not Available
● If there is no Open Access copy available, 

you can reach out to the author to ask them 
to share a copy.

● When an article is unavailable, you’re 
automatically invited to request it from and 
author.

● All you do is say why you want the article, 
and sign in to tell us who you are.

● You’ll get email updates on the progress of 
your request.

● If the author shares it with you, everyone 
else who needs it will also be able to access 
it.

● Successful about 5% of the time, currently.
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How the Open Access Button contacts authors 
on your behalf

● Checking your story and request (so we 
don’t send spam)

● Finding the author’s up to date email 
address

● Sending them a friendly message with 
your name and why you want the article

● Guiding the author on providing a legal 
copy of their work

● Putting the article in a repository 
(Zenodo)

● Sharing the article with a user, and 
anyone else who asks
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Finding Open Access 
on your phone: 
Open Access Button 
Website
● Paste the an article link or article doi / title 

into the Open Access Button homepage.
● If we can find a free to read copy we’ll show 

it to you!
● Useful for: Your Researchers, your Staff, 

you!

Use it: https://openaccessbutton.org
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Finding Open Access 
on your phone:
Facebook Messenger 
(Coming Soon)
● Great for when you’re on your mobile. 

Simply share the link to Facebook!

Get early access: 
https://openaccessbutton.org/fb_chat
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Unpaywall

● Easy to use! Pops up on articles with DOI’s.
● Available for Chrome & Firefox. Download the 

plugin in one click. 
● Includes content from Researchgate and 

Academia.edu
● Made by Impactstory: 

https://impactstory.org/ a non-profit (also 
Open Source).

● Useful for: Your researchers, your staff, you!

Get it: http://unpaywall.org

Click here to install it

https://impactstory.org/
http://unpaywall.org
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Unpaywall

● Easy to use! Pops up on articles with 
DOI’s.

● Available for Chrome & Firefox. 
Download the plugin in one click. 

● Includes content from Researchgate 
and Academia.edu

● Made by Impactstory: 
https://impactstory.org/

● Useful for: Your Researchers, your 
Staff, you!

Get it: http://unpaywall.org

https://impactstory.org/
http://unpaywall.org
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NEW: Add a search bar to your library webpages

Make it easy for your researchers to discover Open Access articles while they make Interlibrary loans or 
browse your Libguide. No coding skills required.

Useful for: Liaison Librarians
Get it: openaccessbutton.org/embedoa

^   Put an easy to use search bar on any of your libraries pages!



@mcarthur_joe / @oa_button openaccessbutton.org

Make it easy for your researchers to discover Open Access articles while they make Interlibrary loans or 
browse your Libguide. No coding skills required.

Get it: openaccessbutton.org/embedoa

NEW: Add a search bar to your library webpages
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NEW: Finding OA when 
processing Interlibrary 
Loans (ILL)
● Help your ILL staff check for Open Access: 

https://openaccessbutton.org/deliveroa 
○ Works on Alma, Clio & ILLiad with 

more on the way
○ Similar to our website & plugin, but 

honed for your ILL staff. 
● Encourage your patrons to check for Open 

Access before they submit: 
https://openaccessbutton.org/embedoa
○ Works on any website

● Useful for: Your interlibrary loan team

Get it: openaccessbutton.org/deliveroa

https://openaccessbutton.org/embedoa
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Finding OA in your link 
resolver (Coming Soon)

● Link resolvers are usually how your patrons 
access materials on campus. 

● If your library uses SFX, you’re in luck. There 
is a great integration with oaDOI 
(https://oadoi.org/), which powers 
Unpaywall, that you can use. 

● If you don’t, it’s usually possible to use built 
in “linkout” functionality to provide easy 
“Open Access” links. 

● Useful for: Your tech team

We’ll release a summary of approaches soon. Sign 
up at openaccessbutton.org/libraries to get 
notified.
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Finding Open Access in your discovery system
(Coming Soon)
● Popular library search systems are doing a better job 

than ever of including Open Access content, but often 
this is from Open Access Journals.

● It’s usually possible to use built-in functionality to 
provide easy “Open Access” links by your results or on 
certain pages.

● https://oadoi.org is a great way to incorporate Open 
Access (including hybrid) into your results

● Useful for: Your tech team

We’ll release a summary of approaches soon. Sign up at 
openaccessbutton.org/libraries to get notified.

https://oadoi.org
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NEW: Finding OA for 
lots of articles at once!
● Upload a spreadsheet, and it does the rest. 

● We’ll send you a spreadsheet with a list of 

article we could find Open Access 

alternatives for.

● Useful for: ILL librarians, Negotiations staff

Get it: openaccessbutton.org/oasheet. 
If you’re more technical: 
openaccessbutton.org/api or oadoi.org are more 
powerful.
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Challenges

● Explaining versions (e.g pre-print, post-print, author 

accepted manuscript) to scholars

● False positives

● There isn’t enough green yet

● Funding to sustain the tools and create better versions
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Coming Soon

● A new ILL form with only one box, and that delivers 

content instantly. 

● An Open Access Button that you can deploy on 

your campus, and that integrates with your catalog 

& ILL system.

● Tips for integrating Open Access articles into your 

catalog 
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What you can do

● Try the tools for yourself, use them, and share them with your patrons.
○ Show them in your lessons about papers

○ Put banners on your university search engines and website

● Encourage your scholars to deposit into repositories

● Make sure your repository is included in BASE (preferable) or OpenAIRE.
○ https://www.base-search.net/about/en/suggest.php

○ https://www.openaire.eu/validator/go2login.action

● Give us feedback, and tell us what you want to see.

https://www.base-search.net/about/en/suggest.php
https://www.openaire.eu/validator/go2login.action
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Get my slides & handout

https://openaccessbutton.org/eifl

https://openaccessbutton.org/eifl
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Thank you to...
Rima, Iryna and Gwen for their invitation and tireless 

feedback. Edvaldas for his cloths & waiting at the airport 

for me!

Special thanks to Iryna for being on our Steering 

Committee in the early days of the project.

Thank you to all for listening, and your wonderful work.
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And finally...

Global coalition of 200+ 
members committed to 

making Open the default for 
research and education. 

Organizer for 
Open Access Week.

International alliance of more 
than 90 undergraduate and 

graduate student organizations
in over 100 countries around the 

world, that work to promote 
openness in research through 

advocacy and education.

Conference & community for the 
next generation to learn about 
Open Access, Open Education, 
and Open Data, develop critical 

skills, and catalyze action toward a 
more open system for sharing the 

world’s information
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Questions? 

Contact me @mcarthur_joe or 

Joe@openaccessbutton.org

or come and chat to me. 
Materials: https://openaccessbutton.org/eifl

mailto:Joe@openaccessbutton.org
https://openaccessbutton.org/eifl
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Speed dating
● How does ILL work for you?

● What systems do you use to help your 

partons access research

● How can the Open Access Button be helpful

● Questions about Open research & 

education policy / culture change
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Backup Slides
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Installing the Open Access Button & Unpaywall 
(it’s really easy)



@mcarthur_joe / @oa_button openaccessbutton.org

About me & Open Access Button

● Started as a student frustrated by paywalls.
● Co-founder, Open Access Button. Assistant 

Director of Right to Research Coalition. 
Organizer for OpenCon.

● Build community-owned tools that catalyse 

an open future. We help librarians increase 

their campus’s access to research, without 

needing a big budget.

● Non-profit, Open Source, community- owned, 
Supported by SPARC (a coalition of academic 
libraries).

https://sparcopen.org/


@mcarthur_joe / @oa_button openaccessbutton.org

Unpaywall Demo

● Easy to use! Pops up on articles with DOI’s.
● Available for Chrome & Firefox. Download 

the plugin in one click. 
● Includes content from Researchgate and 

Academia.edu
● Made by Impactstory: 

https://impactstory.org/
● Useful for: Your Researchers, your Staff, 

you!

Get it: http://unpaywall.org

https://impactstory.org/

