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What is a discovery 
portal?

• primarily about discovery, not collection 
management

• separating these concerns allows us to 
focus on user experience

• users like to be able to find everything in 
one place, and a good discovery portal 
allows that



SearchWorks

• http://searchworks.stanford.edu

• Stanford University Library’s discovery 
portal

• Includes Stanford collections but also hosts 
collections from elsewhere that are of 
interest to the scholars we serve

http://searchworks.stanford.edu
http://searchworks.stanford.edu
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Two possibilities for 
discovery portal

• Actual data exchange (also serves as a 
preservation strategy)

• Metadata exchange only
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an eIFL consortial 
discovery portal

• would publish to the internet the contents 
of digitization efforts among eIFL libraries

• this would be a great favor to scholars 
around the world,  AND

• would increase visibility of eIFL libraries 
and their local scholarship and collections



an eIFL consortial 
discovery portal

• would not require each eIFL library to host 
their own collection, which would save time 
and money

• will provide hosting options to institutions 
who might not otherwise be in a position 
to host collections online

• will provide a richer user experience than 
individual collection hosting by co-locating 
documents from many institutions 



solr
(http://lucene.apache.org/solr/

Blacklight
(http://projectblacklight.org) } Blacklight and solr can 

easily be hosted 
in the cloud
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Member collections 
submit records via solr 
to a centrally hosted 
discovery solution

http://lucene.apache.org/solr/
http://lucene.apache.org/solr/


This is a proven pattern

• Stanford is following this pattern for 
collections from across Stanford and from 
libraries around the world

• Northwest Digital Archives followed this 
pattern to publish the digitized collections 
of 48 member archives



How might this 
happen?

• Setting up cloud hosting for a test instance would 
cost about $20 US / month

• Individual institutions would need to develop 
procedures for exporting documents. Maybe we 
could publish how-to guides for various local 
systems?

• Let’s talk about whether this is an idea worth 
pursuing, and what issues it raises.


