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About AJIC
https://ajic.wits.ac.za 

• Published as The African Journal of Information and 
Communication (AJIC) since 2010

• Previously The Southern African Journal of Information 
and Communication (SAJIC), from 2000 to 2008

• A diamond open access journal, funded and 
published by the LINK Centre, University of the 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg 
https://www.wits.ac.za/linkcentre 

• 2 issues per year
• Ave. of 6 articles per issue (12 articles per year)
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About AJIC (2)
• Included in ASSAf’s Scientific Electronic Library Online 

(SciELO) SA database, https://www.scielo.org.za

• Also in Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), 
https://doaj.org, and Sabinet African Journals database, 

https://journals.co.za 

• Managed and published on ASSAf’s Khulisa Journals OJS platform, 
https://journals.assaf.org.za 
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Strengthening AJIC project

Grant from EIFL for “Strengthening AJIC” project (Oct. 
2024 to Jan. 2026), which aimed to:

• increase discoverability and visibility of AJIC articles and 
authors

Project included efforts to deepen subject-matter expertise 
on AJIC Editorial Advisory Board. Scholarly Publishing 

Consultant hired to:
o conduct journal subject-matter audit
o conduct Editorial Board expertise audit

o advise on recruitment of additional Board members
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Journal subject-matter audit 
(Sept. 2025)

• Purpose: Identify current trends in submission subject matter

• Based on keywords of submissions: Keywords extracted from 231 
submissions made between 1 Jan. 2023 and 15 Sept. 2025 

• Scholarly Publishing Consultant extracted keywords from back-end of 
AJIC’s OJS site on ASSAf Khulisa Journals platform
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Subject-matter audit findings
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 Subject-matter audit findings (2)
Examples of thematic clusters
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Editorial Board expertise audit
(Sept.-Oct. 2025)

• Purpose: Identify subject-matter areas where additional expertise 
needed on Editorial Board, https://ajic.wits.ac.za/edteam 

• Scholarly Publishing Consultant provided Board members with tabular 
listing (see next slide) of AJIC Content Areas, 
https://ajic.wits.ac.za/areas 

• Board members asked to:

• highlight content areas in which they are comfortable conducting 
double-blind peer reviews

• track proposed edits to the Content Areas listing
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Board expertise audit (2)
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AJIC Content Areas:
https://ajic.wits.ac.za/areas
Categories:
1. digital technologies
2. internet
3. cybersecurity
4. digital economy
5. media and creative 

industries
6. information and data
7. science, technology and 

innovation (STI)
8. knowledge governance
9. social capital
10. linguistics

https://ajic.wits.ac.za/areas


Board expertise-audit outcomes

• Minor edits suggested to AJIC Content Areas listing

• Based on Board members’ responses, Scholarly Publishing Consultant 
identified five content areas where additional expertise needed on the 
Board:
• Cybersecurity
• AI, specifically computational linguistics
• Climate-related innovation
• Data ethics and digital rights
• Social-capital analytics

• Seven new Board members recruited
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Value and practicalities of audits

EIFL webinar: Using expert audits
26 Aug. 2026

Value Practicalities

• Systematic review of current 
trends in foci of submissions

• Refinement of content areas
• Identification of areas where 

additional Editorial Board 
expertise needed

• Recruitment of additional 
Board members (and, in turn, 
improved recruitment of peer 
reviewers and improved quality 
of peer reviews)

• Seek funding for consultant OR conduct 
audits without use of consultant

• Begin with data available via the journal’s 
online management platform, e.g., OJS

• For content audits, use keyword data 
and/or abstract data and/or full article data

• For expertise audits, survey Board 
members

• Use AI tools to analyse data (with human 
checking and refinement of data analysis)
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