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Why policies matter

❑ Repository policy informs users (humans and machines) about the 
principles of operation, rights, roles and responsibilities, uses and 
reuse, etc.

❑ It helps the provider determine the processes that need to 
implemented and operational aspects to be covered

❑ Role in building trust in infrastructure

❑ Required in certification frameworks (e.g. Core Trust Seal)

❑ Required in the EOSC onboarding process 
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Repository policy concerns

❑ Repository owner must align with expectations of their 
stakeholders, users and the wider community

❑ Owner’s goals, resources, approaches and platforms determine 
what can and will be done and strongly influence the policy

❑ The policy decisions are reflected in deposited content and 
implementation of repository-related processes

❑ As it describes the repository and its content in general, the policy is 
closely related to  repository metadata (OAI-PMH, EOSC Profiles…)
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Problems

❑ Many repositories lack policies

❑ Aggregators require technical standards to be met, but policies are 
not mandatory

❑ It is difficult for repository owners and managers to envisage all 
aspects that should be covered

❑ Templates and guidelines are provided by OpenDOAR 
(https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/policytool/) but requirements 
are growing.

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/policytool/
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Our goals for RePol

❑ Simple choice-based creation of repository policies

❑ Policies can be updated to reflect new choices

❑ Easy to edit templates to reflect new expectations and conventions

❑ Ability to split data into several forms

❑ Ability to create several documents from the same data

❑ Ability to create XML and JSON files with data and choices

❑ Ultimate privacy – user and policy data are not saved and there are 
no user accounts



Webinar: RePol - Repository Policy Generator and Shareyourpaper.org, 17 February 2021

What are other service-related documents?

❑ Terms of Use (ToU) – terse legal text, usually not produced for repositories; regulates 
(commercial) service users' access and behaviour,  service elements provided, copyright, 
IPR, use of data, liability…

❑ Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) aimed at users, to reduces the potential for their legal 
action, guidelines to stimulate intended behaviour and service use, describe monitoring 
and moderation, outline consequences and sanctions

❑ IP Policy – mainly about ownership, and licensing of service elements, but not about 
content  IPR

❑ Privacy Notice – to all users of service and to ensure legal compliance (GDPR); what 
service warrants to users in terms of protection of privacy, PII (personally identifiable 
information) and other related user data

❑ End-User License Agreement (EULA) and software license – for software products, not 
services (but individual items in repositories may be software)

For now, we stick to repository policy!
❑ It provides key information for most stakeholders including end users

❑ In addition to its section on privacy, a separate Privacy Notice may be needed!
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OpenDOAR RePol

Preamble + Designated community (adopted from CTS)

Metadata policy (access rights and permissions for information describing 
items in the repository, and the minimum metadata requirements)

Metadata policy

Data policy (access rights and (re-)use permissions for full-text and other full 
data items)

Data policy

Content policy (tating the types and versions of documents and datasets 
held)

Content policy

Submission policy (eligible depositors, quality control and copyright 
statements)

Submission policy

Privacy policy (also mentioning third-party applications)

Curation policy (adopted from CTS)

Preservation policy (long-term retention, migration, and withdrawal 
protocols)

Preservation policy

Harvesting policy (suggested by CORE)

Policy elements
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RePol

❑ Modular structure

❑ Free to use and open-source

❑ Service: https://repol.ni4os.eu/  

❑ Wiki: https://wiki.ni4os.eu/index.php/RePol 

❑ Code: https://github.com/RestlessDevil/RePol/

❑ License: EUPL (European Union Public License, Version 1.2 or later, 
EUPL-1.2-or-later)

https://repol.ni4os.eu/
https://wiki.ni4os.eu/index.php/RePol
https://github.com/RestlessDevil/RePol/
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/software/page/eupl
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/software/page/eupl
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https://repol.ni4os.eu/   

https://repol.ni4os.eu/
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Form specification: https://repol.ni4os.eu/faces/form_specs.xhtml?document_id=policy&jftfdi=&jffi=form_spec
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Main configuration file (template-forms.xml)
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Benefits of using RePol-managed repository policies

❑ Quickly draft a policy that follows good practices and is based on a 
carefully tailored template

❑ Repository owners and administrators may rely on external 
expertise and keep up with evolving expectations and requirements

❑ Easier integration of repositories in international infrastructures if 
the policy is well structured, human and machine readable and in 
line with typical requirements

❑ Can ask RePol maintainers to address the needs that others may 
also have


